
 

Submission to Auckland Council & Waitakere Ranges Local Board 

Proposed Amendments to Auckland Council Policy on Dogs 2012 – Waitākere 

Ranges Local Board 

 

Name of Submitter: Piha Ratepayers & Residents Association Inc (“the Submitter”) 

Please find herewith our submission concerning the Proposed amendments to the Auckland 

Council Policy on Dog 2012. 

 

Introduction 

1. This is a submission to Auckland Council on the Proposed changes to the proposed 

Amendments to Auckland Council Policy on Dogs - 2012 

2. The submitters intent is to respond to the document titled Amendments to Auckland 

Council Policy on Dogs 2012 – Waitākere Ranges Local Board.  

 

Background 

3. The Submitter has been actively representing property owners and residents in the Piha 

area since 1939.  Members include property owners, business owners, permanent 

residents, holiday and weekend dwellers and property tenants. The Association owns 

and operates a community post office and owns the community library, has monthly 

meetings, an annual general meeting, special meetings when required, and has an 

informative website and facebook page with regular communications to members. 

 

4. Many of the members have a long history in Piha and an intimate knowledge of the Piha 

beach and public areas, their use by residents and visitors with dogs, the environmental 

and ecological impacts of dog presence, the confusion surrounding the present policy 

and have strong opinions on any changes, based on personal observations. 

 

5. The local community has fought hard over many years to try and maintain a balance 

between the need for dog owners to enjoy the Piha beach and public areas with their 

dogs for recreation and exercise and protection of the unique Piha environment, 

endangered animal species, such as birds, penguins and seals, and the safety and well 

being of the general public, particularly small children.  

 



 

Issues 

 

6. The Piha Ratepayers and Residents Association believes that the there are several safety 

issues related to the presence of dogs at Piha beaches and public reserves. 

 

 

7. Issue 1: There are a number of identified and unique native species present at Piha 

both on the beaches and in the streams.  These include native and exotic birds, little Blue 

Penguins, seals, shell fish and eels which spawn in the Piha Streams.  These species must 

be protected from harassment and attacks by uncontrolled canines. 

 

 

8. Issue 2: Many Piha residents and visitors take their dogs to Piha for the enjoyment of 

the environments and to exercise their pets.  This is an integral part of the attraction of 

Piha and non-dog owners gain pleasure from the activity of the dogs exercising and 

interacting with their owners and the environment.  Dog owners must be allowed to 

continue this enjoyment and essential element of Piha. 

 

 

9. Issue 3: The beaches and public areas at Piha are a popular destination for residents 

and visitors from the local, national and international travelling public.  Piha is marketed 

as a destination by Auckland Council and Tourism New Zealand and those visitors must 

be able to enjoy the scenic beauty, water attractions and unique environment that make 

Piha an attractive destination without fear of disruption or danger from dogs. 

 

 

10. Issue 4: The current Dog Policies for Piha are complex and difficult for many people to 

understand.  As a result, it has proven extremely difficult to provide effective signage 

that dog owners and vistors can comprehend and adhere to.    

 

 

11. Issue 5: The geographical location of Piha makes enforcement of the Dog policies a 

unique challenge and the practicality of calling Dog Enforcement personnel to Piha 

encourages dog owners to flaunt the rules.  Many residents and visitors have 

experienced horrendous incidents involving dogs that are not under control, whether 

through natural exuberance of the dog, negligence or ignorance of the owner, or by a 

bad natured animal.  When those incidents particularly involve children, the need for 

strict policies, easily interpreted rules and consistent enforcement becomes obvious  



 

Conclusions 

 

12. The Piha Ratepayers and Residents Association supports the “Proposed Amendments to 

Auckland Council Policy on Dogs 2012 – Waitākere Ranges Local Board.” 

 

13. The Piha Ratepayers and Residents requests that, for the safety of beach and public area 

users, Auckland Council seriously considers an educational awareness program to ensure 

that the revised Dog Policies are well understood by residents and visitors. 

 

14. The Piha Ratepayers and Residents requests that, for the safety of beach and public area 

users, Auckland Council undertakes a reassessment of the signage presently installed at 

Piha relative to the Dog Policies and makes suitable changes that are sensible and reflect 

the unique nature of the Piha environment.  

 

15. The Piha Ratepayers and Residents Association will take part in meetings workshops and 

discussions, if requested, to address the issues raised in this submission. 

 

 

Yours faithfully,  

  
Ken I. Cowan  

President 

Piha Ratepayers and Residents' Association  Address for correspondence: 

Ph (09) 812 8658     CMB 55 

info@piha.org.nz      Piha, 0646 

 

15 July, 2015 
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